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Impostors of Christianity V
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Today I want to continue with the theme that there are some attributes of the Christian faith that are essential for real Christianity.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon the following for real Christianity:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.
3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

5.) We worship one God (Trinity concept).

6.) The Holy Spirit is a “He” and an equal part of the Trinity with the Father and the Son.

Now let’s go back to our reference verse in this study:

2Cor 11:4 “For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”

Now Paul warns us of a different gospel.  So what does Paul mean by “gospel”?  The gospel is the teaching of Jesus Christ and the apostles.  The word appears 64 times in the New American Standard version of the Bible.  Mark begins his book with the words:
Mark 1:1 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”
Paul introduced himself by stating his mission:
Rom 1:1 “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,”

From the above we see that the Gospel has the broad meaning of being the true teaching of the true God.  

Everyone is not able to understand the true gospel:

2Cor 4:3 “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,

2Cor 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
Satan, the god of this world, does not want people to understand the true gospel and thus become disciples of Jesus Christ rather than servants of his.  So Satan will try to blind the minds of everyone but God opens the minds of His children.  This blinding will usually take the form of some distortion of the gospel, which makes it not the true gospel.  People can then be self-deceived into thinking that they are Christians because they are following a gospel.  Satan’s methods are the same as always:

2Cor 11:3 “But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”
Paul collided with this deception early in his ministry and he saw that some people whom he had taught the gospel were quickly being deceived:
Gal 1:6 “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;

Gal 1:7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ.

Gal 1:8 But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

Gal 1:9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.”
Paul was very clear that the Gospel was not something developed by man but it is the true knowledge of Jesus Christ and the way to salvation as revealed by God:

Gal 1:11 “For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.”
The Gospel has always also been God’s plan of salvation for people of all nations and not just the Jews:

Gal 3:8 “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "All the nations shall be blessed in you."”
So there is only one true gospel and it is as revealed by God in the words of the Bible.  To keep from being drawn to a different gospel that is really not the gospel we must study fervently the Word of God and make it our daily task as we die to self and live for the Lord.  It is absolutely essential for the Christian to know that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and not just that the Bible contains the Word of God.  I have bolded “All Scripture” in the following for emphasis.
2Tim 3:16 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;”

